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tributed plant and exhibits a very high degree of vegetative and
sexual differentiation which can be readily demonstrated to stu-.
dents, it has been much used to illustrate a highly developed
stage of sexual differentiation. For this'purpose it is certainly one
of the most beautiful examples among all plants.
Relatives of Chora. The Charales are a small and very homogeneous
group. There is a great similarity in the main characteristics of the. group*
including reproduction^ and they generally differ from each other only in
minor details.
The CharaleSy of which Chara is a very represent-
ative and common example, are a very isolated group. Relation-
ship with the green algae is indicated by a bright green color and"
the storage of food in the form of starch. However, both the vege-
tative structure and the method of reproduction in the Charales are
very different from anything known in the green algae. This differ-
ence is so great that although the Charales may have been derived
from the green algae in some way unknown to us, it is generally
agreed that the Charales should be placed in a different group.
Many authorities go so far as to exclude them from the algae on
account of their complexity. As their green color and the storage
of food in the form of starch indicate a relationship to the green
algae, it is convenient to treat them in connection with that
division.